
Merry Christmas 2018 

 

Yuw bukmak 

I’d like to thank everyone for their support this year.  

I was elected in 2016 to bring a Yolŋu voice to the Parliament and beyond, to represent North East 

Arnhem Land – our law, our way, our country. 

This year I’ve been in different places in Australia to talk about Yolŋu law and Treaty, I’ve been in New 

York at the United Nations to talk about Treaty and Economic Development. Everywhere I go, I am 

talking about Self Determination – our right to make our own path. I’ve also been visiting all over the 

electorate and I know there is hard work happening on the ground and I know people have visions of 

building stronger communities – 

I have made it clear to Government: 

 that our desire is to create Yolŋu owned businesses on country that create jobs and control 

for future generations 

 that economic development on our county must be negotiated and approved through 

traditional decision-making processes 

 that we want sustainable homeland development, including housing  

 that we want education that is two ways 

 that our language is equal – and it is our right to communicate in our first language freely: in 

meetings, to conduct business, in education, in the parliament 

 that we want troubled children to remain on country with funding for Yolŋu raypirri programs 

on Yolŋu country  

 that we want drug and alcohol detox on country, run by Yolŋu 

 that police must work with Yolŋu authorities 

 that we need funding for Yolŋu to mediate conflict under our systems of law 

 that Government should provide subsidies for remote travel 

 that high rents and rates in Nhulunbuy make it difficult for residents and businesses 

I have talked about the importance of Yolŋu law and Yolŋu governance, the inclusion of leaders, elders 

and community in: justice, health, about our children, and all other areas. I have said to the 

Government: go to the towns and the homeland communities, find leaders, elders and community 

members to consult with, don’t fly in for one meeting that many people don’t know about. 

I have a very small travel budget – I drive, fly the RPT, sometimes charter and try to get to as many 

places as I can. I apologise if I have been unable to attend an event this year. But I have been constantly 

travelling throughout the electorate and  I have attended many great events and I know people are 

working hard to create change. 

I want to acknowledge all the Yolŋu and Balanda teachers, who have been working so hard to bring 

two-ways knowledge to our children, who have always had to fight for this right. 

I would like to thank all the health workers in the region. I would like to thank the emergency and 

other health services that service the homelands and towns. 
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I would like to thank Rangers working on our country, and all the workers of the region who are 

working to uphold Yolŋu law and Yolŋu governance and acknowledge the authority of clan leaders 

and elders. 

I thank the many services and businesses in Nhulunbuy who service the region and work hard to create 

partnerships with local people. I’d like to thank the pilots living here, and people who come to support 

our communities. 

I thank all the strong community leaders and elders who are walking the same tough path that I walk. 

We are working hard to govern in our communities despite authority constantly being pushed over 

the top of us. 

We continue to walk strongly; we continue to show up every day to set an example for our children, 

to encourage others to give-up gambling and drinking and drugs and show strong respect for culture 

and maintain law. We encourage those who are confused by the clash of two cultures to stay walking 

the path with us; to have hope that we will bring two cultures side-by-side. 

There have been many sad losses this year. Always, we are losing people too young; we are losing our 

future elders and leaders to poor health. My sympathies to the families who are grieving. 

May everyone stay safe over the holiday season. We do not need drugs and alcohol in our 

communities. So please think about the damage that happens when these things are brought into 

community. Look after yourself and your family. Have a great break and I look forward to seeing 

everyone in the New Year. 

Yingiya Mark Guyula MLA 

 

 

Star of the Year at Yirrkala School: Gamburruwuy Wunungmurra, with: Jess Taylor, Rosie Grimes, and 

myself 

Congratulations to all the students receiving awards and graduating in 

2018. We are very proud. 

 


